
L
IVING in a pandemic era has 
changed the way people look at 
their homes. Once a haven to re-
turn to after work to relax, it 
now does double duty as office 

and home. And as activities outside of 
home are now limited, the focus of enter-
tainment has also switched to one’s own 
turf. As more owners reconfigure their 
apartments or houses for a 24/7 lifestyle, 
it hasn’t taken property developers long to 
follow suit.

Where once their priority would have 
been to pack as many units as they could 
into a project with some token landscap-
ing and amenities thrown in, they are now 
adding more details in response to what 
they feel homeowners are looking for. 

“Well-being” is now a buzzword for de-
velopers who are also incorporating more 
nature into their designs, with amenities 
that help build neighbourliness, and multi-
functional interiors.

“Dual usage or flexible design in a home 
and more open public spaces are the norm 
in projects currently, and the pandemic 
has sped up their adoption,” says Mark 
Yip, chief executive, Huttons Asia. “Well-
being is at the forefront now and projects 
are emphasising this more.”

Lee Choon Li, Frasers Property’s execut-
ive vice-president and head of develop-
ment and projects adds that with the pan-

demic,  build-
ings have to 
be  designed  
with a greater 
focus on hy-
giene,  well-
ness, biophilic 
design,  con-
nectivity,  ac-
cessibility and 
adaptability. 

“These fea-
tures  may  
have been rel-
evant  for  a  
long time, but 
the pandemic 
has  acceler-

ated and ac-
centuated 
greater  in-
terest and de-
mand  fo r  
them,”  he  
says.

For Arthur Aw, executive director of Ki-

men Group, building a home with a func-

tional layout is no longer enough. “The 

Covid-19 experience has given rise to an in-

creased desire by urban dwellers to seek a 

healthier lifestyle,” he says.

Kimen Group, together with Roxy-Pa-

cific Holdings, is launching Jervois Man-

sion, a freehold 130-unit development at 

Jervois Road. Mr Aw says, “We focused on 

maximising the healthy living experiences 

that residents can enjoy, rather than max-

imising the total number of units we could 

build.”

With over two decades of experience in 

both private and public sectors, including 

senior management roles at CapitaLand 

and JTC Corporation, Mr Aw believes that 

“architecture is about ‘heartware’,  and 

people want to live closer to nature”. He 

says the pandemic has reinforced his be-

liefs and now, more than ever, neighbours 

are an extension of family. “With people 

spending more time at home, that kam-

pong spirit you have with your neighbours 
is so important,” he says.

Jervois  Mansion  apartments  are  

housed  in  five-storey  buildings  with  

plenty of greenery not only on the ground 

level, but also outside each apartment. 

Wherever they walk residents will always 

find pockets of nature to appreciate. The 

rooftop will also have lush landscaping, 

and facilities such as a playground and din-
ing pavilions. 

Mr Aw points out that 40 per cent of the 
greenery planted will be medicinal, usable 
or edible plants, which will be distributed 
to residents for their use. The condomin-
ium’s landscaping firm will also conduct 
urban farming workshops; Mr Aw hopes 
that residents will want to join and “build a 
community spirit from there”. 

Homeowners who purchase a unit at 
Frasers Property’s Parc Greenwich will be 
glad to know that their wellbeing has been 
considered too.

Located at Seletar Hills, it is one of the 
rare executive condominiums (ECs) with 

two clubhouses offering a whopping 52 
wellness and lifestyle facilities including 
themed  gardens,  a  community  farm 
garden, and a function room which comes 
with a kitchen and dining area where resid-
ents can host culinary classes.

Another development that is banking 
on nature and communal facilities to at-
tract buyers is GuocoLand’s Midtown Mod-
ern. Located in Bugis, it prides itself on be-
ing the only central business district (CBD) 
condo with full facilities that include a ten-
nis court and a 50m-long pool, set in one 
hectare of gardens and landscape areas.

Dora Chng, general manager, residen-
tial at GuocoLand says: “When we de-
signed Midtown Modern, we wanted to at-

tract families, especially families with chil-
dren and other owner-occupiers such as re-
tirees and build a community.” 

She adds that the project designers 
turned out to be prescient in their plans 
for an urban sanctuary with thematic gar-
dens and landscaping, planned way before 
the onset of the pandemic. 

Architects, too, have weighed in on 
what urban dwellers want now. Jason 
Pomeroy, founder of Pomeroy Studio, says 
spending more time at home increases the 
number of people in close proximity over 
24 hours. “This necessitates greater consid-

eration for the need for natural light, ventil-

ation and a connection to the outside. The 

socio-physiological wellbeing of urban 

dwellers cannot be under-estimated,” he 
says.

Serie  Architects  co-founder  Chris-

topher Lee, who is designing Jervois Man-

sion, says the pandemic has hastened 
some of the themes his firm has been de-

veloping over the years in residential 

design, one of which is “the proximity and 
access to mid-door spaces and nature”. He 

explains: “This means a living space can be 

connected to nature via a generous and 

well  defined  half-indoor  and  half-
outdoor space.”

He adds, “Another (thing) to think 

about is the kind of amenities that can be 
injected into communal spaces that can 

complement working from home, and the 

enjoyment of nature.”
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Jervois Mansion 
apartments are housed in 
five-storey buildings with 
plenty of greenery. The 
rooftop will have lush 
greenery, and facilities 
such as a playground and 
dining pavilions. A section 
of the roof top will house 
a community urban 
garden, where the 
harvest will be shared 
with residents. PHOTO:  
JERVOIS  MANSION

Above: Parc Greenwich’s four- 
and five-bedroom units have 
kitchens that open out to the 
balcony, offering extended 
spaces for alfresco dining and 
other purposes. 

Left: Irwell Hill Residences has a 
purpose-designed workspace 
exclusively for residents.

Far left: At Jervois Mansion, a 
section of the roof top will 
house a community urban 
garden, where the harvest will 
be shared with residents.

PHOTOS:  JERVOIS  MANSION,  IRWELL  
HILL  RESIDENCES,  PARC  GREENWICH

Parc Greenwich is one of the rare ECs 
with two clubhouses offering a 
whopping 52 wellness and lifestyle 
facilities. PHOTO:  PARC  GREENWICH
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Located in Bugis, the Midtown Modern prides itself on being the only CBD condo with full facilities that include a tennis 
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T
HE IWC Big Pilot’s watch Ref 5002 
is not easy to pull off if your wrist 
circumference  is  average,  let  
alone below average. 

Introduced in 2002 and com-
ing in at 46mm, it is not for everybody, to say 
the least, but that does little to stop even the 
scrawniest watch collector from giving it a go.

The piece’s historical link to the “B-uhr” 
watches donned by German fighter pilots in 
the 1940s during World War II is one of the 
reasons this model is so popular and has be-
come synonymous with IWC Pilot’s watch col-
lection.

There were good reasons for the outsized 
proportions – as a military observation tool 
watch, the large case made room for a big, 
easy-to-read dial; the conical “onion” crown al-
lowed for easy adjustment even with gloves 
on; and the riveted strap completed its tool 
watch aesthetic.

All that might not necessarily translate 
into an everyday watch but the B-uhr fan-
boys loved it for what it was. The good news 
for fans of the Ref 5002 is that IWC has now 
introduced a smaller version: the Big Pilot 43 
(BP43). 

Nifty upgrades

Like the numeral behind its name implies, it 
measures 43mm – still larger than most 
watches, but not humongous like the Ref 
5002 to the extent that it makes an average 
wrist look like a twig.

The move to shrink a popular timepiece is 
somewhat akin to what Tudor has done in re-
cent years with the introduction of its Black 
Bay Fifty-Eight, a smaller-sized version of its 
best-selling Black Bay model.

IWC, however, has also thrown in a hand-
ful of nifty upgrades with the BP43 – namely, 
the in-house Calibre 82100 and a quick strap-
change system. The latter is called EasX-
CHANGE and is activated by a small lever on 
the back of the strap. 

It is so intuitive that you probably don’t 
even need to read the manual to make use of 

this function. Simply press down and the old 
strap pops right off. Slapping on a new one is 
even easier – just latch it on until it clicks, and 
you are good to go.

But there is a catch, of course. To take ad-
vantage of IWC’s EasX-CHANGE – or any other 
luxury  brand’s  proprietary  quick-change  

swop system, for that matter – you will need 
to buy straps directly from them and that is 
likely to be less affordable than sourcing for a 
third-party one.

Good thing there are plenty of options, all 
of which change the look of the BP43. The riv-
eted calfskin leather retains the look of the ori-
ginal; the rubber lends it a sportier feel; while 
the rice-bead-style metal bracelet is both 
retro and dressy. Whichever you pick, it will 
complement the black or sunburst-blue dial 
options. 

The BP43 is also built to last as the in-
house  Calibre  82100  Pellaton  bi-
directional winding system is not only effi-
cient, the ceramic components found in it 
help reduce wear-and-tear to the movement. 

Yes, it’s a no-frills, minimalist watch with a 
largely clean dial and just three hands to tell 
the time. No date complication either – just 
like the original, so purists can’t complain. 

For everybody else, that also means you 
can just pick it up, set the time and go if you 
are the sort who rotates through your collec-
tion. And if you wear it daily for work on week-
days, the 60-hour power reserve makes this 
weekend-proof; you can just slap it on again 
on Monday morning without doing anything 
else.

So some might write the BP43 off because 
IWC already has smaller “flieger”  pilot’s  
watches such as the Mark XVIII and Automatic 
36 already to satiate aviation watch nerds of 
any wrist size. But for B-urh fans who have 
been dreaming of a sensibly-sized, daily-
wear piece that boasts the DNA of the ori-
ginal, the BP43 is a dream come true.

z To find out more about the history of IWC 
Big Pilot’s watches, visit The Big Pilot 
Exhibition at Design Orchard, 
250 Orchard Road, Level 3 from now until Sep 
12 (12pm – 9pm on weekdays / 11am – 9pm 
on weekends). Prior registration is required at 
watches.iwc.com/BigPilotExhibition-SG

dylantan@sph.com.sg
@DylanTanSYBT
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While closer proximity to nature and more 

communal amenities are good to have, Singa-

porean homeowners are still a practical lot. 

They want homes with spaces that are good 

for multiple uses.

Ong Teck Hui, senior director for research 

and consultancy at JLL Singapore, says,“As a 

hybrid work model where working from home 

part of the time could be a long-term phe-

nomenon, many residents or homebuyers 

want to incorporate proper work spaces in 

their homes rather than just working from the 

dining table or some ad hoc corner that is not 

conducive for work.”

Developers are clued in on this. Chew Peet 

Mun, managing director, investment and de-

velopment at CapitaLand, says even before 

the pandemic, the firm has aimed to enhance 

home designs with a more conducive environ-

ment for remote working in light of the grow-

ing prevalence of agile working. 

“As part of this effort, we are designing our 

new homes with spaces that have the flexibil-

ity to be converted into home offices,” he says.

The flexi-living concept of CapitaLand’s 

One Pearl Bank includes cosy areas such as an 

alcove in a one-bedroom unit which can easily 

be converted into a study or work area. 

Studio, one- and two-bedroom units also 

come with a multi-functional swivel table fit-

ted into the kitchen system, giving residents 

the option of  converting their  breakfast  

counter into a workspace during office hours. 

GuocoLand’s other Bugis project, Midtown 

Bay, has units with balconies large enough to 

fit an eight-seater dining table and which can 

be enclosed, thereby freeing up space in the 

living area to be used as a home office, or vice 

versa. Some apartments come with high ceil-

ings that allow for a loft platform to be built, 

so that space can be used as a work area. 

Developers are also throwing in hot-desk-

ing options in the communal areas of their pro-

jects. 

At Irwell Hill Residences by City Develop-

ments Limited, there is a purpose-designed 

workspace exclusively for residents. The be-

spoke workstations are equipped with Wi-Fi 

and charging points in a setting that offers a 

spectacular view of the sky framed by green-

ery – a sure way to make anyone in a Zoom 

meeting envious.

Midtown Modern will have a hotel-like 

lobby lounge where residents can receive 

guests, have meetings and hot-desk. Ms Chng 

says this is not a new feature for GuocoLand; 

its Wallich Residence also has a lobby lounge 

that offers concierge services. 

“Before the pandemic, Wallich Residence’s 

lobby was already popular with residents, and 

we have noticed more residents using the 

space to work and meet business associates re-

cently,” she says.

“We have received much positive feedback 

from residents of Wallich Residence, and we 

think such a lobby will be welcomed at 
Midtown Modern too.”

While location and price are still of utmost 

importance when house hunting, developers 

are confident that the pandemic will make buy-

ers consider more than those factors.

Ms Chng says, “In the past, it was always 

about location. In today’s environment, we see 

that buyers also consider aspects such as com-

munity, with a focus on flexible spaces, well-

ness and sustainability. 

JLL’s Mr Ong says that as budget is always a 

key consideration for homebuyers,  some 

might be able to stretch theirs a little more to 

have that extra space in their location or pro-

ject of choice. Others who are more budget-

constrained may have to consider a less ex-

pensive location where they can afford a big-

ger unit. 

“To entice buyers, we may expect work-

spaces to be featured in showflats to show in-

terior design ideas on how workspaces can be 

efficiently incorporated in new homes,” he 

says. “The incorporation of proper work 

spaces in homes is a likely trend in the post-

pandemic world.” 

taysc@sph.com.sg

@TaySuanChiangBT

By Tay Suan Chiang

WHAT comes to mind when 
someone  mentions  
“Temenggong”? No doubt, 

the old Malay title for nobility will con-
jure images of Singapore’s colonial 
past.

A group of Singaporean creatives 
were given free rein to create art-
works in the context of Temenggong, 
not only as a title, but also as the 
name of a place. Temenggong Road, 
located near Mount Faber, is home to 
five colonial black-and-white bunga-
lows, one of which, No 28, houses the 
Temenggong  Artists-In-Residence.  
The  non-profit  arts  organisation  
plans to hold annual exhibitions by 
local  creatives  to  support  their  
artistic talent. 

The first edition of the Temeng-
gong-SG-Creatives 2021 is titled Ex-
pressing Heritage: Art & Originality 
Unfold.  It  features  the  works  of  
graphic artists Koh Hong Teng and 
Sonny Liew, architect Sim Boon Yang, 
designer Theseus Chan and art col-
lective PHUNK. Their works are in-

spired by the history and surround-
ings of 28 Temenggong Road, and 
each has interpreted the theme very 
differently. The best time to view the 
exhibition is after dark, as visitors to 
the house are treated to an animated 
light display by PHUNK, projected on 
the facade of the bungalow. Inside the 
house, there are more artworks by 
the collective featuring prints of the 
Chinese word for love, written in 
PHUNK’s self-designed font. 

On the ground floor are giant hand 
sculptures in wood and metal, by 
Sim. A red sculpture of a handshake 
in aluminium mesh is hung from the 
ceiling near the entrance. The hand-
shake is inspired by the 1819 Singa-
pore  Treaty  between  Singapore’s  
Malay rulers and the East India Com-
pany. 

Upstairs on the second floor, the 
main room features Koh’s work: a six 
screen panel, depicting artist Henri 
Chen,  who founded Temenggong 
Artists-In-Residence, leading an eld-
erly Japanese man to a shrine near 
the house. Koh created the artwork 

based on a real story told by Chen. 
In another room is a display of 

Chan’s works, which are printed im-
ages of lines, shapes and textures in 
various colours. They are presented 
like sheets of wallpaper, draped from 
the ceiling, and the effect is much like 
walking through a tropical forest, like 
the  one  surrounding  the  house.  
Rounding up the exhibition is Liew 
who created Singapore:1819, a board 
game that imagines what could have 
happened when the Malay ruling 
elites met the British. 

Chen says the exhibition hopes to 
inspire viewers with disparate narrat-
ives of true encounters, emotive and 
rhetorical perspectives. 

z Expressing Heritage: Art & Originality 
Unfold is on till Sept 12, at 
Temenggong Artist-In-Residence, 
28 Temenggong Road.
Visits by registration only at 
visit.temenggong@gmail.com.

taysc@sph.com.sg
@TaySuanChiangBT
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Historical interpretations

Far left: At Parc Greenwich, residents can 
book function rooms to host culinary 
classes and gatherings.
Left: The flexi-living concept of One Pearl 
Bank includes cosy areas such as an 
alcove in a 1-bedroom unit which can 
easily be converted into a study or work 
area. PHOTOS:  IRWELL  HILL  RESIDENCES,  
ONE  PEARL  BANK

Left: Treaty 1819 by Sim Boon Yang, 
a red sculpture of a handshake in 
aluminium mesh hung from the 
ceiling near the entrance. 
Above: Singapore:1819 by 
Sonny Liew, a board game that 
imagines what could have 
happened when the Malay ruling 
elites met the British.
BT  PHOTOS:  TAY  SUAN  CHIANG

The Big Pilot 43 measures 43mm and comes 
with the Calibre 82100 winding system and 
a quick strap-change system. PHOTOS:  IWC
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